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Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

United Nations Development Programme

Food Security and Agricultural Development Programme

Brief Description

Although Ethiopia’s overall economic growth in recent years, as measured by increase in GDP has been good, there remain
enormous development challenges. Vulnerability and drought disaster risk, acute and chronic food insecurity, shift from
relief to recovery and long-term sustainable economic development, etc are some major issues to be still addressed. Food
insecurity caused by natural and structural factors has been a rooted development challenge. Millions of peoples are faced
with food crisis year in and year out. Moreover, the pandemic of HIV/AIDS has added to the complexity of the problem.

The government has been pursuing actions at the various administrative levels (federal, regional, wereda) including putting
in place new policies, strategies and institutional arrangements with the purpose of seeking a lasting solution to food
insecurity and the regular drought crisis. A Food Security and related Rural Development Strategies have been detailed and
issued. A good range of policy packages have been outlined in the Sustainable Development and Poverty Reduction
Programme (SDPRP). A series of various policy dialogues and consultations between the government and development
partners have taken place to pave the way forward. Yet, the persistent of the food insecurity challenge has forced to stop and
think. and take stock of past actions and consider “doing business differently”. In this regard, the new Coalition for food
security in Ethiopia has been a major positive step, 10 which the government and development partners are committed. This
innovative approach emphasizes “doing business differently” in an “emergency mode™. A coalition approach is believed to
fetch the desired development change.

UNDP committed US $ 6 million of its TRAC to support food security programme, as approved by the UNDP Executive
Board in June 2002 in the context of the second Country Cooperation Framework. Of this amount, US $ 1 million was used
under a Preparatory Assistance (PA) arrangement, pending the signing of the full programme document. The PA has been
designed to contribute in providing immediate support of priority food security activities identified by the government;
making available immediate support for strengthening of the then Ministry of Rural Development (MORD), etc.  Also in
the interim, the process of the new Coalition for food security was initiated, which resulted in a Coalition food security
programme framework. This Coalition process in 2003 received support of US $ 150, 000 contributed in a funding pool by
UNDP. USAID and WB. This Programme Support Document ( PSD) with a TRAC of US $ 5 million is to detail areas of
UNDP support for the continuation of the earlier started process to a second phase. This is through facilitating the continued
application of the Coalition idea for enhanced livelihood and food security. The Coalition approach can facilitate creation of
the enabling environment for greater harmonization and coordination of partners’ food security actions.

In view of the above, Support through this programme will focus on five major components:

First. continued implementation of the Coalition idea. This will include capacity strengthening of the Food Security
Coordination Bureau, and the well functioning of a Food Security Steering Committee for increased coordination and
harmonization. Linked to this is also the creation /organization of a policy forum for annual progress review of food
security actions along with the APR for the SDPRP.
Second. strengthening capacity of food security and agricultural development institutions at the Centre, regions and
weredas including community organizations. This is to facilitate an improved service delivery system for making food
security happen for the paor,

_ Third. social mobilization to ignite the national potential for self-reliance and sustainability including through the
creation and expansion of asset for the poor.

- Forth, development of effective and functional methodology for food security information system and database
management (subject to a review of the outcome of NAIS evaluation).

- Fifth, efficient management of this programme with monitoring and evaluation system in place.

The Centre. regions and selected safety net programme woredas=with focus on communities) will benefit from this
programme. f/: Y of £, 3
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